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BOOK REVIEWS
GERONTOLOGIC METABOLISM. By Alberto M. Bertolini (English translation
by Victor de Sabata). Springfield, Ill., Charles C. Thomas, 1969. 694 pp.
$32.50.
This is a one-man book, which attempts to present and coordinate the
information now' available on the processes of aging. The first three
chapters, which are provocative and informative, emphasize the uni-
versality of the problems of senescence in all orders of animals. The plan
in each of the subsequent chapters is to review briefly the functions of
the system in question and then discuss changes in age. Although the
concept is excellent, it is beyond the scope of any single author. As a
result, some of the material is either out of date (e.g., the classification
of the lipid transport diseases; the lack of information about the nature
of the enzyme defects in pentosuria; the classification of the glycogenoses)
or incorrect (e.g., the statement that only the liver can release glucose
into the blood). These criticisms are somewhat unfair, however. The book
was originally published in Italian in 1962, but the foreword assures us
that "this book is not a revision of the original, but a completely new
treatise, up to date, exhaustive . . ." The pace of medical progress is so
rapid that the author has not been able to meet this promise.
Recognizing the limitations of the book, it still has a good deal to
offer. The expert in any given field will disagree with details but will
be stimulated by the correlations suggested and the hypotheses advanced.
To the less expert reader, the book offers a broad review of the general
problem of aging. If it is inadequate in detail, it is stimulating in its sweep.
The book cannot be recommended as a substitute for a textbook of
biochemistry or metabolism nor as a general text in medicine. But, for
what it is, it is a real tour de force. The translation is not entirely idiomatic,
and some of the spelling carries Italian usages into English; but it is
clear and reads easily.
PHILIP K. BONDY
CELLULAR IMMUNOLOGY. By Sir Macfarlane Burnet. New York, Cam-
bridge University Press, 1969. 726 pp. $18.50.
During the past decade of an exceptionally productive investigative career,
Sir Macfarlane Burnet has supported the clonal selection theory of im-
munity which he first formulated in 1959. Although selective theories had
been proposed earlier, Burnet's modification of such ideas to fit the avail-
able experimental data, his continuing contributions to the field and his
interpretation of experiments within a clonal selective framework has
identified him as the major proponent of this theory.
Recognizing the increasing interest in a clonal selective approach and
the need for a review, Burnet has written a summary that presents both
experimental and theoretical support for the clonal selective theory of
immunity. Cellular Immunology is divided into two books. The first pre-
sents an explanation of the selective approach to immune processes for the
nonspecialist or student. Although much experimental evidence is presented,
it is done in summary form, without an emphasis on individual experiments
or references. Book II is a more complete analysis of essentially the same
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